
 



Somewhere in Asia durians are falling right now. It doesn’t matter what time of year it is – spring, fall, winter – 

it’s durian season right now, and somebody’s enjoying the heck out of it. Why not let that somebody be you? 

The premise of the Year of the Durian is based on the fact that if you’re willing to travel, you can eat fresh, peak season durian 365 days 

of the year. That’s what Rob and I did.  Based on internet research, guess work, and word of mouth, we followed the durian season 

through nine countries in Southeast Asia. It was a fun, engaging, and unique way to see a corner of the world that, without the carrot of 

durian leading us onward, I don’t think we would have ever felt inspired to explore. We really encourage you to let your durian 

desires run rampant and take you on a cultural and gustatory adventure you’ll never regret. 

This seasonal guide is designed to help you plan your travel goals around the durian season, or your durian goals around travel, 

whichever is more important to you.  I’ve broken the year into 12 maps highlighting the major and minor durian seasons of each month 

of the year. If you only have time for vacation in February, flip to the February map to see where to find durian. Likewise, if you have 

your heart set on the Philippines, flip through the maps until the Philippines are highlighted in dark red to decide when to go. 

Remember that falling durians, like most natural phenomenon, won’t wait for a particular date on the Gregorian calendar to decide 

whether or not to drop. The durian season is dependent on the two monsoons that sweep across Southeast Asia every year. If the 

monsoon comes late, or early, the durian season will be late or early. If it’s been a particularly wet year with severe flooding, there may 

not be a durian season at all. 

I’ve created these maps based on my understanding of the durian season from my travel experience, contact with durian farmers 

around the world, and continued research. Areas  highlighted in orange indicate a minor season or when durians are just beginning to 

drop or are just finishing falling. Areas highlighted in dark red denote the typical peak season, when you are the most assured of 

finding a bounty of durian.  All of these are estimations of the durian season. Climate change and freak storms could change the season 

at the drop of a hat (or a durian).  This is why organizers of durian festivals often don’t finalize the dates until only a few months ahead 

of time, unintentionally frustrating durian lovers traveling from abroad. 

Luckily, farmers can usually predict when and how bountiful the durian season will be about three months in advance, based on when 

the trees flower and how many fruits form.  Feel free to contact me at durianyear@gmail.com for updates on the durian season and 

durian festivals at your chosen destination.  

Happy Hunting!  

mailto:durianyear@gmail.com


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



Ready Now? 

I hope this guide was helpful in giving you a basic idea of when and where durians fall so that you can start planning your 

own durian adventure! 

For inspiration, you can read about our durian hunts in each of the countries we visited on our blog. Here are some handy 

dandy links: 

 Brunei 

 Cambodia 

 India 

 Indonesia 

 Malaysia 

 Philippines 

 Singapore 

 Sri Lanka 

 Thailand 

 Vietnam 

Look for upcoming festivals and durian related events on our Events Calendar or on our Facebook page. And since you 

signed up for our newsletter, you’ll also be getting news of upcoming events, special offers, and insider tips delivered right 

to your inbox.  Keep in touch and let us know what you find on your own adventures! Good luck!  

-Rob and Lindsay 

http://www.yearofthedurian.com/search/label/Brunei
http://www.yearofthedurian.com/search/label/Cambodia
http://www.yearofthedurian.com/search/label/India
http://www.yearofthedurian.com/search/label/Indonesia
http://www.yearofthedurian.com/search/label/Malaysia
http://www.yearofthedurian.com/search/label/Philippines
http://www.yearofthedurian.com/search/label/Sri%20Lanka
http://www.yearofthedurian.com/search/label/Sri%20Lanka
http://www.yearofthedurian.com/search/label/Thailand
http://www.yearofthedurian.com/search/label/Vietnam
http://www.yearofthedurian.com/p/durian-events-and-festivals.html
http://www.facebook.com/yearofthedurian

